QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Tell your story. Describe a time when God used a spiritual gift 

     or talent you possessed to help another person.
2. What are some of the reasons why Christians neglect the use of 

     their spiritual gifts and their talents?
3. Read the following verses and note what the Bible says about 
   taking advantage of spiritual opportunities:
     a) Psalm 90:12
     b) Proverbs 10:5 
     c) Ecclesiastes 11:4,6
     d) Isaiah 55:6
     e) John 12:35-36
     f) Galatians 6:10
     g) Colossians 4:5
4. What are some of the dangers of being an “idle” Christian?
5. What one practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your choice with someone.)

· I am going to list three areas in my life where I can be faithful to the Lord with the gifts and talents I have been given by God.
· I am going to review the list of ministries on the bulletin insert and find a place to serve within Cornerstone.
· I am going to memorize Galatians 6:10. 
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The Parable of the Talents
I. Introduction
     A. Missed Opportunities

(See Psalm 90:12; John 12:35; Ephesians 5:15-16)
     B. Understanding the Parable

(See Matthew 25:1-13; Matthew 25:14-30; 

  Matthew 24:45-51)
     C. The Biblical Talent

(See Exodus 25:39; Exodus 38:25-26; II Samuel 12:30; 

  Matthew 20:2)


Talent = 3,000 shekels (1 talent = 60 minas

   1 mina = 50 shekels
   60 x 50 = 3000)
II. The Parable of the Talents
     A. The Responsibility We’re Given

(See Matthew 25:14-15; Romans 1:1; II Timothy 2:24)
     B. The Response We Make

(See Matthew 25:16-18)
     C. The Reckoning We Face

(See Matthew 25:19-27; Genesis 3:12; Job 2:10;

  Matthew 12:34-47)
     D. The Reward We Receive

(See Matthew 25:28-30) 
III. Conclusion

(See II Corinthians 6:2; Isaiah 49:8; I Corinthians 14:12)
IV. Communion
Communion is open for all who profess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. You do not have to be a member of Cornerstone or a member of a Southern Baptist Church to observe Communion with us. If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, you are welcome to take Communion.
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
All quotations are taken from the New American Standard Bible unless otherwise noted. NASB. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers 1985.
A free PDF of this note sheet is available at www.cssbchurch.org/sermons-2.
Passage of Study

Matthew 25:14-30
14 “For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to them. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey. 16 Immediately the one who had received the five talents went and traded with them and gained five more talents. 17 In the same manner the one who had received the two talents gained two more. 18 But he who received the one talent went away and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.

19 “Now after a long time the master of those slaves *came and *settled accounts with them. 20 The one who had received the five talents came up and brought five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’

22 “Also the one who had received the two talents came up and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two talents to me. See, I have gained two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’

24 “And the one also who had received the one talent came up and said, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you scattered no seed. 25 And I was afraid and went away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.’

26 “But his master answered and said to him, ‘You wicked, lazy slave, you knew that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I scattered no seed. 27 Then you ought to have put my money in the bank, and on my arrival, I would have received my money back with interest. 28 Therefore take away the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents.’

29 “For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away. 30 Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
