QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Tell your story. Describe a time when you found yourself 

     unprepared for something (a test, a job, etc.). What did you 

     learn from that experience?
2. What types of things keep people from preparing spiritually for 

    eternity?
3. Read the following verses and note what the Bible says about 
   being prepared in life?
     a) Proverbs 6:6-8
     b) Proverbs 22:3

     c) Matthew 24:44
     d) Luke 12:18-21
     e) Romans 13:11-14
     f) I Peter 3:15
     g) I John 2:28
4. In what ways did the wise bridegrooms differ from the foolish 

    bridegrooms?
5. What one practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your choice with someone.)

· I am going to do a word study of “wise” and “foolish” in the book of Proverbs. 
· I am going to share my faith with at least one person this week.
· I am going to memorize Proverbs 22:3.
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Signs of Christ’s Return
Part Seven: Prepared for His Return
I. Introduction
     A. Be Prepared!
     B. The Warnings of Jesus 

(See Matthew 24:3; Mark 13:3; Matthew 24:8; 

  Matthew 24:36-39)
     C. The Parable of the Ten Virgins

(See Matthew 24:36-39; Matthew 24:42-44; 

  Matthew 24:45-51; Matthew 1:18-20; Genesis 1:5; 

  Genesis1:8; Genesis 1:13; Genesis 1:19; Genesis 1:23; 

  Genesis 1:31) 

II. Prepared for His Return
     A. The Ten Virgins Wait

(See Matthew 25:1-4; Acts 16:12-14)
     B. The Bridegroom Delays

(See Matthew 25:5; Acts 1:6)
     C. The Bridegroom Announced

(See Matthew 25:6) 
     D. The Foolish Virgins Dilemma

(See Matthew 25:7-9; Luke 4:18)
    E. The Wedding Feast 


(See Matthew 25:11-12)
     F. The Warning


(See Matthew 25:13)
III. Conclusion
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
Passage of Study

Matthew 25:1-13
1 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’

7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’

9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’

10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.

11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’

12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’

13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.
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