 QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Tell your story. Describe a time when you had difficulty with 

     someone in authority over you. What caused the difficult? How 

     did you resolve it?
2. Why is authority necessary in our society?
3. Read the following verses and note what the Bible says about 
    the authority of God:
     a) Job 34:13-15
     b) Jeremiah 5:31
     c) Matthew 9:6
     d) Matthew 28:18-20
     e) Mark 10:42-45
     f) Romans 13:1-3
     g) Colossians 2:10
4. Why is Jesus more concerned with our actions than our words?
5. What one practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your choice with someone.)

· I am going to evaluate how I am submitting to those who are in authority over me.
· I am going to evaluate how I am treating those who are under may authority.
· I am going to memorize Matthew 28:1-20.
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The Parable of the Two Sons
I. Introduction
     A. When Seeing is Not Believing 

(See Isaiah 26:19; Isaiah 29:18; Isaiah 35:4-6; 

  Matthew 11:2-5; Matthew 21:14) 

     B. Spiritual Authority 

(See Deuteronomy 18:15-22; John 12:19; Mark 11:18; 

  Romans 13:1-7; I Peter 2:13-17; I Timothy 2:1-4; 

  Ephesians 4:11-16; Hebrews 13:17; I Peter 5:1-11; 
  Ephesians 5:21-6:4; Proverbs 6:20-23; Mark 10:44-45; 

  Genesis 3:9; Acts 5:29; Ephesians 6:1; 

   II Timothy 3:16-17)

II. The Authority of Jesus is Questioned
     A. The Chief Priests and Elders Questions Jesus 

(See Matthew 21:23; Matthew 13:4,19; Mark 4:4,15; 

  Luke 8:5,12; Acts 18:24-26; Mark 11:18; 

  Leviticus 24:10-23)
     B. Jesus Questions the Chief Priests and Elders

(See Matthew 21:24-27; Matthew 3:1-6; Mark 1:1-8;

  Luke 3:1-17; Matthew 3:2; John 1:29; Mark 12:12; 
  Matthew 3:7-10) 
      C. Jesus Rejects the Question of His Authority

(See Matthew 21:25-26; Mark 11:31-32; Luke 20:5-7; 

Matthew 21:27; Mark 11:33; Luke 20:8; John 7:17) 
III. The Parable of the Two Sons
     A. The Illustration of the Two Sons

(See Matthew 21:28-30; Psalm 80:8-16; Isaiah 5:1-7; 

 
  Matthew 3:7-12; John 1:19-28; Luke 18:9-14) 
     B. The Example of John the Baptist

(See Matthew 21:31-32; Matthew 3:7-12; John 1:19-28)
IV. Conclusion
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
Passage of Study

Matthew 21:23-32
23 When He entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to Him while He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing these things, and who gave You this authority?” 24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 The baptism of John was from what source, from heaven or from men?” And they began reasoning among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Then why did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the people; for they all regard John as a prophet.” 27 And answering Jesus, they said, “We do not know.” He also said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.

28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son, go work today in the vineyard.’ 29 And he answered, ‘I will not’; but afterward he regretted it and went. 30 The man came to the second and said the same thing; and he answered, ‘I will, sir’; but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.

All quotations are taken from the New American Standard Bible unless otherwise noted. NASB. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers 1985.
A free PDF of this note sheet is available at www.cssbchurch.org/sermons-2.
