QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Describe a person you know whom you consider to be great? 

    What is it about them that makes you think of them as being 

    great? 
2. How does the world’s view of greatness contrast with the 

    description given by Jesus?

3. Read the following verses and note what the Bible says about 
    achieving greatness:
     a) Psalm 71:20-21

     b) Proverbs 16:3

     c) Jeremiah 17:10
     d) Matthew 4:11-12
     e) Matthew 6:33
     f) Matthew 18:4
     g) I Corinthians 9:24 
4. Is ambition good or bad? Explain your answer.
5. What one practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your choice with someone.)

· I am going to serve someone who often serves others.
· I am going to going to look for a way I can use my gifts and talents to serve in the church or in the community.
· I am going to memorize Proverbs 16:3.
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Greatness in God’s Kingdom
I. Introduction
     A. What do you want on your tombstone?


(See Philippians 1:6; Job 42:5)
     B. True Greatness

(See Proverbs 10:4; Proverbs 12:24; Proverbs 21:5; 
  II Corinthians 5:9; I Thessalonians 4:11-12; 

  I Timothy 3:1; Galatians 1:10; Jeremiah 45:5) 
     C. Jesus Informs the Disciples about His Death

(See Matthew 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34; 

 Matthew 16:21; Matthew 17:22-23)

II. Greatness in God’s Kingdom
     A. Salome Makes a Request for Her Sons

(See Matthew 20:20; Matthew 27:56; Mark 15:40; 

 John 19:25; Matthew 20:21)
     B. Jesus Responds to the Request

(See Matthew 20:22; Mark 10:38; Matthew 26:39; 

  Mark 14:36; Luke 22:42; John 18:11; Acts 12:1-2)
     C. James and John Respond to Jesus
(See Matthew 20:22; Luke 18:34; Acts 9:10-14; 

  Acts 9:15-16; Matthew 20:23)
     D. The Disciples Respond to James and John


(See Matthew 20:24; Mark 10:41; Matthew 21:15; 

 Luke 13:14; James 3:14-16)
     E. Jesus Teaches the Disciples about True Greatness

(See Matthew 20:25-28; Mark 10:42-45)
III. Conclusion

(See John 19:17-27)
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
Passage of Study

Matthew 20:17-28
17 As Jesus was about to go up to Jerusalem, He took the twelve disciples aside by themselves, and on the way He said to them, 18 “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn Him to death, 19 and will hand Him over to the Gentiles to mock and scourge and crucify Him, and on the third day He will be raised up.”

20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons, bowing down and making a request of Him. 21 And He said to her, “What do you wish?” She said to Him, “Command that in Your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit one on Your right and one on Your left.” 22 But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They said to Him, “We are able.” 23 He said to them, “My cup you shall drink; but to sit on My right and on My left, this is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by My Father.”

24 And hearing this, the ten became indignant with the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them. 26 It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, 27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
All quotations are taken from the New American Standard Bible unless otherwise noted. NASB. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers 1985.
A free PDF of this note sheet is available at www.cssbchurch.org/sermons-2
Parallel Passage of Study

Mark 10:32-45

32 They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking on ahead of them; and they were amazed, and those who followed were fearful. And again He took the twelve aside and began to tell them what was going to happen to Him, 33 saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles. 34 They will mock Him and spit on Him, and scourge Him and kill Him, and three days later He will rise again.”

35 James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, *came up to Jesus, saying, “Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask of You.” 36 And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?” 37 They said to Him, “Grant that we may sit, one on Your right and one on Your left, in Your glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 They said to Him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you shall be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized. 40 But to sit on My right or on My left, this is not Mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

41 Hearing this, the ten began to feel indignant with James and John. 42 Calling them to Himself, Jesus *said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over them. 43 But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
Parallel Passage of Study

Luke 18:31-34

31 Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. 32 For He will be handed over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, 33 and after they have scourged Him, they will kill Him; and the third day He will rise again.” 34 But the disciples understood none of these things, and the meaning of this statement was hidden from them, and they did not comprehend the things that were said.

