 QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Describe a time when God unexpectedly blessed you. How did 

    you respond to that blessing?
2. Why do people doubt the goodness and generosity of God?
3. Read the following verses and note what the Bible says about 
    serving the Lord:
     a) Joshua 24:15
     b) I Samuel 12:24
     c) Malachi 3:14-18
     d) Matthew 6:24
     e) Mark 10:45
     f) I Corinthians 15:58

     g) Colossians 3:23-24
4. Did the laborers who worked all day have a good reason to be 

    mad at the landowner for not paying them more? Why or why 

    not?
5. What one practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your choice with someone.)

· I am going to anonymously do something for another believer this week to serve them. 
· I am going to make a list of my natural and spiritual gifts so I can consider how I can use them to serve in our church.
· I am going to memorize Colossians 3:23-24.
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Lessons from the Laborers
I. Introduction
     A. The Story of Thomas Bramwell Welch
     B. The Question of Peter 

(See Matthew 19:21; Matthew 19:27: Mark 10:28; 
  Luke 18:28; Matthew 4:18-22; Matthew 9:9)
“What Peter said was true, but it was not wisely spoken. It has a selfish, grasping look. After all, what have any of us to lose for Jesus compared with what we gain by Him?”                   

                                                                   Charles Spurgeon
     C. The Answer of Jesus

(See Matthew 19:28; Revelation 20:1-6; Acts 3:21;
  Isaiah 65:17; Isaiah 66:22; Matthew 19:29; Job 42:10) 
     D. The Principle of the Parable

(See Matthew 19:30; Mark 10:31; Luke 13:30; 
  Matthew 18:1-4; Mark 9:33-36; Luke 9:46; 
  Matthew 20:20-28; Titus 3:5; I Corinthians 3:8)
II. Lessons from the Laborers
     A. God is not looking for our ability; He is looking for our 

          availability.

(See Matthew 20:2-7; Matthew 9:37-38; Luke 10:2; 
  John 9:4) 
     B. God will always give to us more than we deserve.

(See Matthew 20:2; Matthew 20:4; Ephesians 3:20; 
  Hebrews 6:10; Luke 6:38; Romans 11:35; 
  Deuteronomy 8:4)

     C. We cannot compare our service to the Lord with those 

          around us.
(See Matthew 20:8-15; James 3:16; Proverbs 14:30)
     D. Acknowledge the goodness of God for our opportunities to 

          serve the Lord. 

(See I Corinthians 4:7; John 15:5 Luke 23:39-43)
III. Conclusion
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
All quotations are taken from the New American Standard Bible unless otherwise noted. NASB. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers 1985.
A free PDF of this note sheet is available at www.cssbchurch.org/sermons-2
Passage of Study

Matthew 19:27-20:16
27 Then Peter said to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then will there be for us?” 28 And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name’s sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last; and the last, first.
1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 When he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4 and to those he said, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.’ And so, they went. 5 Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing around; and he *said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle all day long?’ 7 They *said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He *said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’

8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard *said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last group to the first.’ 9 When those hired about the eleventh hour came, each one received a denarius. 10 When those hired first came, they thought that they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they grumbled at the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last men have worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of the day.’ 13 But he answered and said to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what is yours and go, but I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. 15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with what is my own? Or is your eye envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last shall be first, and the first last.”
