QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Describe a time when your desires conflicted with God’s will.

    How did you handle the situation?
2. How would you explain to a new believer that choosing God’s 

    will over our own is always the best choice?
3. Read the following verses and note what Jesus says about 

    denial of self:
     a) Romans 8:7-8
     b) Galatians 2:20
     c) Philippians 2:3-7

     d) Philippians 3:7

     e) II Timothy 3:1-5
     f) Titus 2:11-12
     g) I John 3:16
4. What would have been the consequences for Peter, and for us, if 

    Jesus had listened to the advice of Peter?
5. What practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your decision with someone.)

· I am going to read a biography of a Christian missionary to better understand the demands of discipleship.
· I am going to encourage another believer who is struggling with God’s will.
· I am going to memorize I John 3:16.
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I. Introduction
     A. The Story of Balto

(See John 15:13)
     B. Denying Ourselves 

(See Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23) 
II. Serving Faith
     A. The Declaration of Jesus

(See Matthew 16:16-17; Matthew 16:21; Mark 8:31;
   
              Luke 9:22)
     B. The Reproof of Peter 

(See Matthew 16:22; Mark 8:32; John 14:12; 

  Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 53:3-8; Daniel 9:26-27)
     C. The Rebuke of Jesus 

(See Matthew 16:23; Mark 8:33; Matthew 4:1-11; 

  Luke 4:1-13; Mark 4:35-41; Mark 1:25; Luke 4:35)
    D. The Demand of True Discipleship

(See Matthew 16:24; Mark 8:34; Luke 9:23; 

 Galatians 2:20; Romans 12:1-2; Philippians 3:7-10; 

  Luke 9:62) 
     E. The Heavenly Perspective 

(See Matthew 16:25-27; Ecclesiastes1:2; Ecclesiastes 1:14; 
             Ecclesiastes 3:19; Ecclesiastes 12:8; Acts 7:55; 

             Colossians 3:1)
III. Conclusion
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
Passage of Study

Matthew 16:21-27
21 From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day. 22 Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.” 23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.”

24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 25 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels and will then repay every man according to his deeds.

“When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

German Theologian
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