QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Describe a time when you passed a significant “milestone” in 

    your walk with the Lord. How did it change your relationship 

    with the Lord?
2. Why is faith a journey? Why doesn’t the Lord just make us 

    perfect immediately after salvation? Why is it a process?
3. Read the following verses and note what the Bible says about
    our journey of faith:
     a) Exodus 13:21-22

     b) Deuteronomy 5:33

     c) Joshua 1:8-9
     d) Psalm 121:1-8

     e) Proverbs 3:5-6
     f) Isaiah 30:20-21
     g) Hebrews 12:1-2
4. How may God’s idea of “wholeness” differ from the way people 

    often think of wholeness.
5. What practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your decision with someone.)

· I am going to establish a daily plan for Bible reading and prayer.
· I am going to establish at least two spiritual goals that I believe the Lord would have me accomplish this year.
· I am going to memorize Proverbs 3:5-6. 
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Lessons in the Journey of Faith
I. Introduction
     A. The Lord’s Faithful Servant  

(See II Corinthians 11:24-29; Acts 9:15-16)
     B. Our Journey Toward Jesus

(See Romans 12:1-2; Romans 8:29; Philippians 1:6)

II. Lessons in the Journey of Faith
     A. The journey of faith is an uphill climb.

(See Matthew 15:29-30; Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; 

  Luke 5:17-26; Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10; 

  Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30; Matthew 13:1-23;    

  Philippians 3:13-15)
     B. God desires wholeness in the lives of His children. 

(See Matthew 15:30-31; Mark 7:31-35; II Cor 12:7-9; 

              James 1:2-4; Mark 1:32-39; Matthew 13:54-58; 
              Mark 6:1-5) 
     C. The purpose of our lives is to ultimately glorify the Lord.

(See Matthew 15:31; Mark 7:37; I Chronicles 16:29; 

  I Corinthians 10:31; John 17:1; I Peter 2:20-21)
     D. Sometimes we must learn a lesson more than once.

(See Matthew 15:32-36; Mark 8:1-7; Matthew 14:13-21; 

 Romans 15:15; I Corinthians 4:17; Titus 3:1; II Peter 1:12)
     E. The work of God within our lives will exceed our 

          expectations. 

(See Matthew 15:37-39; Mark 7:36-37; Mark 8:8-10; 
 Matthew 14:13-21; Revelation 2:1-3:22; Eph 3:20-21; 

 II Corinthians 8:14; Matthew 25:31-46)
III. Conclusion
      (See II Corinthians 4:16-18)     
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
Passage of Study

Matthew 15:29-39
29 Departing from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having gone up on the mountain, He was sitting there. 30 And large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them. 31 So the crowd marveled as they saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.

32 And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, “I feel compassion for the people, because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way.” 33 The disciples *said to Him, “Where would we get so many loaves in this desolate place to satisfy such a large crowd?” 34 And Jesus *said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” And they said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” 35 And He directed the people to sit down on the ground; 36 and He took the seven loaves and the fish; and giving thanks, He broke them and started giving them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 37 And they all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, seven large baskets full. 38 And those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.

39 And sending away the crowds, Jesus got into the boat and came to the region of Magadan.

All quotations are taken from the NAS Bible unless otherwise noted.

New American Standard Bible. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers 1985.
A free PDF of this note sheet is available at www.cssbchurch.org/sermons-2
Parallel Passage of Study

Mark 7:31-8:10
31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. 32 There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to place his hand on him.

33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue. 34 He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be opened!”). 35 At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.

36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it. 37 People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

1 During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and said, 2 “I have compassion for these people; they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. 3 If I send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long distance.”

4 His disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough bread to feed them?”

5 “How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven,” they replied.

6 He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute to the people, and they did so. 7 They had a few small fish as well; he gave thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them. 8 The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 9 About four thousand were present. After he had sent them away, 10 he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha.

