 QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Describe an experience in your life that demonstrated to you 

    how God cares for you.
2. What gives people hope for the future?
3. Read the following verses and note what the Bible says about the 

    future of believers:
     a) Proverbs 16:9
     b) Isaiah 40:31
     c) Jeremiah 29:11-14
     d) Lamentations 3:21-23
     e) Matthew 6:25-34

     f) Philippians 1:6
     g) I Peter 1:3-4 
4. How is our faith strengthened when God calls us to do that 

    which seems impossible to us?
5. What practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your decision with someone.)

· I am going to read through the four points in today’s message and prayerfully determine which one I need to focus on in the upcoming year. 
· I am going to use the Bible Reading Program to read through the New Testament this year.
· I am going to memorize Philippians 1:6.
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Lessons for the New Year 

From a Withered Hand
I. Introduction
     A. New Year’s Resolutions

(See Philippians 3:14; I Timothy 4:7; Hebrews 6:1; 

  II Timothy 4:7-8)
     B. The Challenge to Change

(See Romans 7:21-25; I John 2:15-17; John 15:18; 

              Galatians 5:19-21; I Peter 5:8; Philippians 2:12-13)
     C. The Power to Change

(See Romans 7:21-24; Philippians 2:12-13; Romans 7:25)
II. Lessons from a Withered Hand
     A. Let us not just be HEARERS of God’s Word, let us be DOERS of God’s Word.

(See Matthew 12:9; Mark 3:1; Luke 6:6; Luke 4:16; 
  Matthew 7:28-29; Matthew 13:54; Matthew 22:33; 

  Mark 4:4; Mark 4:13-15; James 1:22; Matthew 7:24-27; 

   Luke 6:47-49)
     B. Let us focus on ENCOURAGING one another, not FINDING FAULT with one another.

(See Matthew 12:10; Mark 3:2; Luke 6:7; Matthew 7:1-5; 


  Matthew 18:15-17; Galatians 6:1; Hebrews 10:25) 
     C. Let us consider the needs of OTHERS and not just our 

          own NEEDS.
(See Matthew 12:11-12; Mark 3:3-4; Luke 6:8-9; John 9:2; 

  Philippians 2:3-8)
     D. Let us walk in OBEDIENCE, knowing the Lord will give us 

          the ability to obey His COMMANDS.

(See Matthew 12:13; Mark 3:5; Luke 6:10; Jeremiah 32:17; 

              Jeremiah 32:27; Zechariah 4:6)
III. Conclusion
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
Passage of Study

Matthew 12:9-13
9 Departing from there, He went into their synagogue. 10 And a man was there whose hand was withered. And they questioned Jesus, asking, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse Him. 11 And He said to them, “What man is there among you who has a sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will he not take hold of it and lift it out? 12 How much more valuable then is a man than a sheep! So then, it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” 13 Then He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand!” He stretched it out, and it was restored to normal, like the other.
Parallel Passage

Mark 3:1-5

He entered again into a synagogue; and a man was there whose hand was withered. 2 They were watching Him to see if He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him. 3 He said to the man with the withered hand, “Get up and come forward!” 4 And He said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or to kill?” But they kept silent. 5 After looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.
Parallel Passage

Luke 6:6-10
6 On another Sabbath He entered the synagogue and was teaching; and there was a man there whose right hand was withered. 7 The scribes and the Pharisees were watching Him closely to see if He healed on the Sabbath, so that they might find reason to accuse Him. 8 But He knew what they were thinking, and He said to the man with the withered hand, “Get up and come forward!” And he got up and came forward. 9 And Jesus said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or to destroy it?” 10 After looking around at them all, He said to him, “Stretch out your hand!” And he did so; and his hand was restored.
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