 QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Describe a person in your life whose example as a faithful 

    believer is one you admire. What is it about their example that 

    you admire most?
2. Who are some of the people our society considers “great.” Why?
3. Read the following verses and note the Bible says about true 

    greatness:
     a) Joshua 1:8

     b) Psalm 18:35
     c) Matthew 5:19
     d) Matthew 18:1-4
     e) Mark 10:42-44
     f) Luke 9:48 
     g) Revelation 20:12
4. Why is it important to be “intentional” about our spiritual 

    growth?
5. What practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your decision with someone.)

· I am going to read a biography of a great Christian leader.
· I am going to do a study in God’s Word of what it means to be “great” in the eyes of God.
· I am going to memorize Joshua 1:8. 
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God’s Measure of Greatness
I. Introduction
     A. Defining Greatness

(See Isaiah 45:1-4; Isaiah 41:2-25; Isaiah 42:6; 

  II Chronicles 36:22-23) 

  Greatness - “a position of power, success, or 

                                   respect; eminence or distinction.”
     B. The Greatness of John the Baptist

(See Matthew 11:2-6; Matthew 11:11)
II. God’s Measure of Greatness
     A. Those who are great in God’s eyes are STRONG in their CONVICTIONS.

(See Matthew 11:7-8; Luke 7:24-25; Matthew 3:5-6; 

              Matthew 3:2; Luke 3:7-9; Romans 12:2)
     B. Those who are great in God’s eyes use their GIFTS to glorify the Lord.

(See Matthew 11:9-10; Luke 7:26-27; Matthew 14:5; 

              Matthew 21:26; Malachi 3:1; Luke 1:13-17;

              I Corinthians 12:4-7; Acts 13:36; Esther 4:14; 

              Matthew 7:7; John 17:4; II Timothy 4:7-8) 
     C. Those who are great in God’s eyes are INTENTIONAL 
about their spiritual growth. 
(See Matthew 11:11-15; Luke 7:28-30; Ephesians 5:15-17; 
  Jeremiah 29:11-14)

     D.  Those who are great in God’s eyes don’t look for 
EXCUSES.

(See Mt 11:16-19; Luke 7:31-35; Jeremiah 1:4-10; 

  Luke 9:57-62; Luke 14:15-24)
III. Conclusion
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
Passage of Study

Matthew 11:7-19
7 As these men were going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ palaces! 9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way before You.’ 
11 Truly I say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.
16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market places, who call out to the other children, 17 and say, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon!’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Behold, a gluttonous man and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.”

All quotations are taken from the NAS Bible unless otherwise noted.
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