 QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Describe a time when you struggled with honest doubt. What 

    helped you overcome your doubt?
2. How would you describe a “crisis of faith?”
3. Read the following verses and note what kind of doubt was in 

    the mind of those who questioned God: 
     a) Abraham (Genesis 18:23)
     b) Gideon (Judges 6:13)
     c) Job (Job 14:14)
     d) David (Psalm 13:1-2)
     e) Jeremiah (12:1)

     f) Habakkuk (Habakkuk 1:2) 
     g) Martyrs (Revelation 6:9-10)
4. What is the difference between doubting what God can do and 

    what God could do? Which one is honest doubt?
5. What practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your decision with someone.)

· I am going to take an honest look at the areas where I struggle with doubt.
· I am going to encourage someone who is going through doubt and pray with them.
· I am going to memorize Jeremiah 29:11.
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Honest Doubt
I. Introduction
     A. Crisis of Faith
     B. Doubt vs. Honest Doubt

(See James 1:6-7; Matthew 14:31; Mark 11:23; 

 Matthew 11:3) 
     C. John the Baptist

(See Luke 1:39-45; Matthew 3:5; Luke 4:1; Matthew 3:14; 

  Matthew 3:16; John 1:35-36; John 3:30; Matthew 4:12; 
  Luke 3:20; Matthew 14:3-12; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 9:7-9; 
  Mark 1:6;  Matthew 3:4; Matthew 11:3)

II. Honest Doubt
     A. When in doubt, view your circumstances by the character of God, not the character of God by your circumstances. 

(See Matthew 11:3; Job 1:1; Job 42:5; Job 13:15)
     B. When in doubt, remember that we don’t have all the information, but God does. 

(See Matthew 11:4; Matthew 9:10-14; Luke 7:11-18; 

  I Kings 19:1-18; Psalm 147:5; Deuteronomy 29:29; 
  Isaiah 55:9)
     C. When in doubt, examine your expectations about God.
(See Matthew 11:3; Luke 7:19; Luke 3:15; Job 4:7; Job 8:6; 
  Job 11:20; Job 15:20; Job 18:5; Matthew 5:45; 

  Psalm 73:2-3)

     D. When in doubt, look to the Scriptures for assurance. 

(See Matthew 11:4-5; Isaiah 29:18-19; Isaiah 35:4-6; 

  Isaiah 61:1; Hebrews 13:5; Matthew 28:20; 
  Jeremiah 29:11-14)

     E. When in doubt, always go to Jesus.

(See Matthew 11:2; Jeremiah 32:17)
III. Conclusion
       
(See I Kings 19:14; Luke 1:17; Matthew 11:6; 

 Matthew 11:11; Luke 7:28; Psalm 139:17-18)
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
Passage of Study

Matthew 11:1-6
1 When Jesus had finished giving instructions to His twelve disciples, He departed from there to teach and preach in their cities.

2 Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” 4 Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. 6 And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me.”

Parallel Passage of Study

Luke 7:18-23
18 The disciples of John reported to him about all these things. 19 Summoning two of his disciples, John sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?” 20 When the men came to Him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to You, to ask, ‘Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?’” 21 At that very time He cured many people of diseases and afflictions and evil spirits; and He gave sight to many who were blind. 22 And He answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have the gospel preached to them. 23 Blessed is he who does not take offense at Me.”


All quotations are taken from the NAS Bible unless otherwise noted.
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