QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Describe a time when you faced a problem you couldn’t solve in 

    your own strength. What did you do?
2. What are some of the things people seek after in this world to 

     solve their problems or to forget about their problems?
3. Read the following verses and note the kinds of people on whom 

    Jesus had compassion. What was their need? 
     a) Matthew 9:13 

     b) Matthew 9:36 
     c) Matthew 14:14 

     d) Matthew 15:32 

     e) Matthew 18:27 
     f) Mark 1:41 

     g) Luke 7:12-13
4. Why do the blessings of God often result from our brokenness?
5. What practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your decision with someone.)

· I am going to set a specific time to do something to relax and spend time with God this week
· I am going to spend time thanking God for His blessings in my life without asking for anything in prayer.
· I am going to memorize Psalm 51:17.
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A Biblical Example for Solving Life’s Problems
I. Introduction
     A. The Lord’s Presence in Our Problems
     B. The Lord’s Purpose for this Passage

(See Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:31-44; Luke 9:11-17; 
 John 6:1-13)
     C. The Lord’s Plan for Our Lives

(See John 16:33; James 1:2-4; Mark 14:7; Matthew 6:33)
II. Principles for Solving Life’s Problems 
     A. Problems seem worse when we are already overwhelmed 
          in life.

(See Matthew 14:13; Mark 6:31-32; Luke 9:10; John 6:1; 

             Mark 1:35)
     B. Acknowledge God’s love for you in the midst of your 
          difficulty.

(See Matthew 14:13-14; Mark 6:33-34; Luke 9:11; 


  John 6:2)
     C. Don’t tell the Lord what He needs to do about the problem.

(See Matthew 14:15; Mark 6:35-36; Luke 9:12; 


  Romans 11:34; Job 38:2; Job 42:3; John 2:1-11; 


  Philippians 4:6; Matthew 26:39)
     D. Commit what you have to Jesus and do what He tells you 

          to do with it.

(See Matthew 14:16-19; Mark 6:37-41; Luke 9:13-17;


 John 6:5-12) 
     E. Remember that the Lord’s blessing often involves breaking.  

(See Matthew 14:19; Mark 6:41; Luke 9:16; John 6:11; 

             Genesis 32:24-31; Psalm 51:17; Matthew 5:3; Isaiah 61:3) 
III. Conclusion

(See Matthew 14:20; Mark 6:42-43; Luke 9:17; 

 John 6:11-14; Ephesians 3:20; John 6:22-29; Isaiah 55:1-7)
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
Passage of Study

Matthew 14:13-21
13 Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from there in a boat to a secluded place by Himself; and when the people heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities. 14 When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick.

15 When it was evening, the disciples came to Him and said, “This place is desolate and the hour is already late; so send the crowds away, that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 
16 But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away; you give them something to eat!” 17 They said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.” 18 And He said, “Bring them here to Me.” 19 Ordering the people to sit down on the grass, He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the food, and breaking the loaves He gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds, 20 and they all ate and were satisfied. They picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve full baskets. 21 There were about five thousand men who ate, besides women and children.
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