QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Describe your favorite story you were told growing up. What 

    was it about the story that you enjoyed?
2. Do you find stories more interesting or facts and figures? 
     Explain your answer. 

3. Read the following verses and note what the Bible says about 
    false believers:
     a) Matthew 7:21-23
     b) I Corinthians 6:9-10
     c) II Corinthians 11:13-15
     d) II Timothy 3:1-5 
     e) James 1:26
     f) I John 2:9
     g) II John 1:9-11
4. What is necessary for a church to be considered spiritually 

     healthy?  
5. What practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your decision with someone.)

· I am going to pray for the persecuted church.
· I am going to going to commit to reading the Bible on a daily basis.
· I am going to memorize James 1:26.
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Satan’s Opposition to the Kingdom of Heaven
Kingdom Parables (Part Two) 
I. Introduction
     A. The Value of a Picture

(See Numbers 23:7-24:25; II Samuel 12:1-4; 

  Ezekiel 14:2-9; 17:3-10; 24:3-5; Isaiah 5:1-7; 

  Matthew 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19)
     B. The Kingdom Parables

(See Mark 4:24; Romans 10:17; Luke 8:18; John 7:17)
II. The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares
     A.  Jesus Gives the Parable

(See Matthew 13:1-23; Matthew 13:24-30)
     B. Jesus Explains the Parable 

(See Matthew 13:36-43; Luke 8:11; Acts 4:1-22;

  Acts 5:1-11; I John 2:19) 
     C. The Application of the Parable
III. The Parable of the Mustard Seed
     A. Jesus Gives the Parable

(See Matthew 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:18-19; 

  Matthew 13:19)

     B. The Application of the Parable

(See Acts 1:8; Acts 8:1; John 18:36; I Samuel 16:7)
IV. The Parable of the Leaven
     A. Jesus Gives the Parable

(See Matthew 13:33-35; Luke 13:20-21; Leviticus 2:11; 

  Luke 12:1; Matthew 16:12; Mark 8:15; Galatians 5:5-9;

  I Corinthians 5:7-9)

     B. The Application of the Parable

(See Matthew 16:6; Matthew 16:11-12; Luke 12:1)
V. Conclusion
If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
All quotations are taken from the NAS Bible unless otherwise noted.

New American Standard Bible. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers 1985.

Passage of Study

Matthew 13:24-43
24 Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went away. 26 But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares became evident also. 27 The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ 28 And he said to them, ‘An enemy has done this!’ The slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?’ 29 But he said, ‘No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 
31 He presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; 32 and this is smaller than all other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.” 
33 He spoke another parable to them, “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all leavened.” 
34 All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, and He did not speak to them without a parable. 35 This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: “I will open My mouth in parables; I will utter things hidden since the foundation of the world.” 36 Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.” 37 And He said, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, 38 and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. 40 So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, 42 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.
