QUESTIONS FOR ADDITIONAL STUDY
.
1. Describe the last time you experienced great joy. What was it 

     that made you joyful?
2. Is there a difference between being happy and being joyful? If 

    so, what is the difference?
3. Read the following verses and note what the Bible says about 
    joy:     
     a) Psalm 16:11
     b) Proverbs 10:28
     c) Proverbs 17:22
     d) Romans 14:17
     e) Galatians 5:22-23
     f) James 1:2-4
     g) I John 1:4
4. What did Jesus mean when He said that He did not come to 

     abolish the Law but to fulfill the Law?
5. What practical application are you going to make from this 
    week’s message? (Share your decision with someone.)

· I am going to ask a close friend if they see joy in my life.
· I am going to share the reason for my joy with an unbeliever this week.
· I am going to memorize Galatians 5:22-23.
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Three Reasons for Joy
I. Introduction
     A. The Importance of Joy

(See Galatians 5:22-23)
     B. The Religious Devotion of the Pharisees

(See Matthew 6:2-6; Acts 3:1; Luke 18:12; 

  Leviticus 16:29-31; Luke 11:46)
     C. The Question

(See Matthew 9:10-13; Ephesians 2:8-9; Mark 2:17; 


  Matthew 9:13-14; Matthew 3:4-6; Mark 1:4-6; 


  Luke 7:33-34; John 2:1-2; Luke 19:5; Luke 18:16) 
II. Three Reasons for Joy
     A. The Bridegroom: Jesus is With Us

(See Matthew 9:15; Mark 2:19-20; Luke 5:34-35; 


  John 3:28-29; John 16:7; I Corinthians 3:16; 


  Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 13:5; Acts 13:2; Acts 14:23)

     B. The Patch of Cloth: Freedom from the Traditions of Men

(See Matthew 9:16; Mark 2:21; Luke 5:36; Mark 7:1-8)
     C. The Wineskins: Jesus Gives Us Something New
(See Matthew 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:37-39; 

  Luke 22:19-20; II Corinthians 3:1-3; Hebrews 10:15-18;
  Romans 8:1-4)

III. Conclusion

If you would like to know more about what it means to be a Christian or if you would like to talk with someone or have someone pray for you, please see the pastor after the service.
Passage of Study

Matthew 9:14-17
14 Then the disciples of John came to Him, asking, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?” 15 And Jesus said to them, “The attendants of the bridegroom cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. 16 But no one puts a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls away from the garment, and a worse tear results. 17 Nor do people put new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wineskins burst, and the wine pours out and the wineskins are ruined; but they put new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved.”

Parallel Passage

Mark 2:18-22
18 John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and they came and said to Him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?” 19 And Jesus said to them, “While the bridegroom is with them, the attendants of the bridegroom cannot fast, can they? So long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 20 But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that day. 21 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; otherwise the patch pulls away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear results. 22 No one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost and the skins as well; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.”

All quotations are taken from the NAS Bible unless otherwise noted.

New American Standard Bible. Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers 1985.
